
Day 1: BUGS!

Check out Daniel & Friends doin‛
the “Bug Dance”

https://pbskids.org/video/daniel-tigers-neighborhood/2365905663

The Brown Marmorated Stink Bug 
only stinks if harmed or killed,

but... it doesn't bite or cause harm 
to people, pets, or structures.

Where to look: Look under stones, boards, or firewood.
Under loose bark. Sift through dried leaves and lawn
debris on a light colored towel. Examine flowers and 

plants for hidden insects. Get a parent‛s permission and
leave a small piece of bread under a tree outdoors and
sit quietly and see what kinds of crawly friends will visit!

   

House Centipede (common name) with 15 PAIR of legs-they 
can travel at 1.3 feet per second! Here‛s the good news: these
are the GOOD guys! They‛re only scary if you are a bed-bug,
termite, cockroach, or silverfish. They use their front legs to

sting their prey. Then they can carry their prey and 
hide at the same time!  

Lady Bug/Multicolor Asian Lady Beetle Originally brought from 
Asia to destroy crop eating pests. The color of the ladybug
depends on their diet and region where they live! Although

researchers have found some people to have allergies - they
are safe to observe up close and personal! 

Standard Science: Did you know that the more you understand something, the more
likely it is you can enjoy it. Bugs are just like that! Let‛s start with safety: Many
bugs should only be observed at a distance: bees, wasps, some ants and a few
spiders can all pack a sting - OUCH! Other bugs like beetles, daddy longlegs, 
butterflies, dragon flies and lightning bugs are all safe to observe up close.Many
bugs play an important part in nature by helping plants grow and produce much 
of what we eat! of what we eat! Bugs can make GREAT NEIGHBORS!  

Tools you‛ll need: Magnifying glass (inside your activity bag) - An observation 
notebook or paper (all the scientists have them), and this “common bugs” worksheet. 



Day 1: BUGS!
continued

Materials needed: Mason jar with screw-on lid or plastic container,
a rubberband, wax paper or scrap of fabric, scissors, grass, leaves, and twigs, 

paper towel, and a bug (ladybug, stinkbug, or any bug).

Monarch Butterfly Easy to identify by their beautiful color.Their 
color is to warn predators that they don‛t taste good and carry 
poison, caused by the milkweed they eat! Many monarchs travel 

up to 3,000 miles to migrate to Mexico in the fall.

CRAFT: MAKE A BUG JAR! 

SNACK: Make a Bug! 
Step 1 Make your shopping list: Celery, 
blueberries or cherry tomatoes, grapes, candy 
eyes, cilantro (antennae) and cream cheese or 
peanut butter (or sub for your favorite spread).  

Step 2 Spread your cream cheese or nut butter
on celery. Place a grape at the front.
Place blueberries or tomatoes in a row
behind the grape. Poke holes using toothpicks for 
cilantro antennae. Use spread to place candy eyes. Step 3: EAT 

Head outside to find ALL our bug friends! 

Gather your supplies Make air-holes
Observe your
bug friends

Be sure to let
them go on 
the same day!

Firefly / Lightning Bug  They are not a fly at all! They are 
beetles. Fireflies are nocturnal which means they only come out

at night! You can ensure future generations of fireflies by mowing
your lawn less frequently and turning outdoor lights out!

Keep them safe by placing a wet paper towel in the bottom of a glass jar




